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SUBJECT: EGYPT UNDER ARAB ATTACK 
BEIRUT PASS BAGHDAD 

1. CURRENT ARAB OUTCRY AGAINST EGYPTIAN ACCEPTANCE OF NEW SINAI 
DISENGAGEMENT AGREEMENT DOES NOT RPT NOT SO FAR SEEM TO BE CHOED 
IN EGYPTIAN SOCIETY. THAT GOE WAS CONFIDENT EGYPTIANS WOULD STAND 
BEHIND SADAT WAS FAIRLY CLEAR, BOTH FROM OUR CONVERSATIONS WITH 
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PRESIDENCY AND MFA OFFICIALS AND FROM FACT THAT INITIALLING 
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CEREMONY WAS LOCALLY TELEVISED AND AGREEMENT ITSELF HAS 
BEEN PRINTED IN LOCAL PRESS. AT TIME OF FIRST DISENGAGEMENT, 

ENTIRE AGREEMENT WAS NEVER PUBLICIZED AND KILOMETER 101 EVENTS 
WERE PLAYED DOWN BY LOCAL MEDIA. 

2. ARAB, AND PARTICULARLY SYRIAN, CLAMOR AGAINST AGREEMENT, WILL 
NO DOUBT STRIKE RESPONSIVE CHORD IN SOME SECTIONS OF EGYPTIAN 
SOCIETY, BUT WE AGREE WITH GOE ASSESSMENT THAT MOST EGYPTIANS 
CAN BE COUNTED ON TO WELCOME NEW PERIOD OF "GUARANTEED" STABILITY. 
BUSINESS COMMUNITY IN PARTICULAR IS ALREADY EXPRESSING PLEASURE 
THAT COMMERCIAL PLANNING IS NOW MUCH LESS LIKELY BE INTERRUPTED 
BY DOMESTIC POLITICAL UNCERTAINTY OR EVEN BY WAR. 

3. IN FOREIGN POLICY CONTEXT, HOWEVER, GOE IS INCREASINGLY 
DISTRESSED BY VIRTUAL DEARTH OF ARAB SUPPORT. FONMIN'S CHEF DE 
CABINET AL-BAZ LAMENTED TO EMBOFF MORNING SEP 5 THAT ONLY SAUDIS 
ARE STANDING 100 PERCENT WITH EGYPT. GOJ OFFICIAL DENIAL THAT AMMAN 
RECEIVED NEWS OF AGREEMENT WITH "SATISFACTION" STARTLED GOE, HE 
ADDED. SURPRISINGLY, QADDHAFI HAS SO FAR SAID NOTHING, ALGERIA 

HAS NOT YET REACTED EVEN PRIVATELY, KUWAIT AND OTHER GULF STATES 
WITH LARGE PALESTINIAN POPULATIONS ARE ENDEAVORING MAINTAIN 
DISCREET SILENCE, AND EVEN TUNISIA, HE SAID, WILL PROBABLY 
CONFINE PUBLIC REACTION TO A STATEMENT OF CONCERN THAT ARAB UNIT 
MUST BE PRESERVED. 

4. VIRULENCE OF SYRIAN ATTACK IS, OF COURSE, WHAT RANKLES MOST 
HERE. AL-BAZ SAID HE FEARED SARG WAS PAINTING ITSELF INTO CORNER 
FROM WHICH ANY MOVEMENT ON GOAL WOULD BECOME IMPOSSIBLE. HE ALSO 
HAD "HUNCH" THAT SADAT MAY SOON HAVE TO FACE IRATE ARAB SUMMIT 
CONFERENCE. (EMBASSY'S IMPRESSION IS THAT GOE IN NO RUSH TO 

SEE SUMMIT HELD.) AL-BAZ AGREED WITH EMBOFF'S SUGGESTION THAT 
DOMINANT ANTI-SADAT PROPAGANDA LINE MAY SOON SETTLE INTO 
CONCENTRATED ATTACK ON ALLEGED EGYPTIAN-SAUDI AXIS MANIPULATED 
FROM WASHINGTON. 

5. COMMENT: IRONIC ASPECT OF EGYPT'S CURRENT BET.F.AGURF.D 

STATE IS THAT VERY FACTORS OF SADAT'S ARAB POLICY WHICH MADE HIM 
A MORE COMFORTABLE NEIGHBOR THAN NASSER (E.G., DISINCLINATION 
MEDDLE IN ARAB DOMESTIC AFFAIRS AND RETRENCHMENT OF EGYPTIAN 
INFORMATION AND INTELLIGENCE OPERATIONS IN ARAB WORLD) ARE NOW 
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OPERATING AGAINST HIM. ARAPS NO LONGER FEAR EGYPTIAN REACTION. 
EGYPT CAN NO LONGER CALL ANTI-GOVERNMENT MOBS OUT INTO STREETS OF 
ARAB CAPITALS AND NO LONGER CONTROLS IMPORTANT ARAB MEDIA OUTSIDE 
EGYPT. 

6. PRESIDENCY PRESS SUPERVISOR BASHIR IS MAKING CLEAR TO 
JOURNALISTS THAT GOE WILL CONTINUE TO ANSWER ATTACKS MADE AGAINST 
IT, AS PRESIDENT SADAT DID LAST NIGHT. AT LEAST AT PRESENT, GOE 
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WILL REPLY TO ALL CHARGES, NO MATTER HOW SCURRILOUS, ABJURING 
FORMER POLICY OF TREATING SOME ISSUES AS BENEATH CONTEMPT. 

Eli -TS 
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